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Ts ALAR XIII. 21. 


This People have I formed for myſelf; | b 
rhey ſhall ſhew forth my Praiſe. 


HERE is fo plain and manifeſt 
== a Re/emblance, between the fig- | 
Mie nal and remarkable Appearances - = 
4 J. * . of Providence in Favour of theſe -_ 
ORR Nations, and thoſe amazing In- 
ſtances the Scripture gives us of the Divine 
Goodneſs to the Jews, that nothing is more 
eaſy than to run a Parallel between them. 
And this indeed appears to have been One 
of thoſe Defgns, for which the Hier of 
the Jeuiſt Nation is tranſmitted to ug, For 
it was plainly the Intention of the Holy Spirit 
3 Rf who has revealed it to us, that we might 2 
| draw from thence theſe Admonitions and u. 
ſtruct ions, that may be ſuited to the MHH, 
we have received from Gop, and might b 
2 A 2 _— 
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4  # Thankſgiving Sermon 
1 8 to make a right Improvement of them: 
nd to this Purpoſe we are furniſhed in the 
Feuiſb Hiſtory, not only with Directions to 
tobſerve the Duties that ſuch Mercies call for, 
but with Warnings allo to avoid the Sins with 
which They ſhamefully requited Gop for all 
Fs nt to them, and ſo at length were 
given over to Deſtruction, For Gop ſpeaks to 
us in his Word, not only by the ſoft and „ill 
Voice of his Promiſes, but by the ferriſying 
Sound of his Threatnings ; while he diſcovers 
to us what was done in antient Times, and 
tells us of the Bleſings that he formerly be- 
ſtowed, and of the Judgments that he executed 
on his Church and People under the Jewiſh 
een For ſo the Apoſtle Paul, when 
e is drawing @ Parallel between the eus 
and Chriſtians, tells us, All theſe Things bap- 
bend unto them far Enſanples and are writ- 
ten for our Admonition, upon whom the Enis 
: of. the World are come *. 
I Ir we look back to the 3 4 erſe s of 
| this Chapter we ſhall find, that God is here 
; providing for the Confirmation and Eſtabliſh- 
ment of his People's Hope, by a Renewal of the 
' Promiſe he had made of their Deliverance from 
Babylon, with an Aſſurance of his Concern and 
Kingneſs for them, and of the near Relation 


Mp that he ſtood in to them. It was the LORD 


* himſelf, Who promiſed to deliver them; and 


1 be woyld work, and none ſhould hinder it o He 


$91 _w 
21 Cor. x. 11, Þ Ifai, xiii. 13. | 
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Preached Auousr 1, 17433. 8 
was telated to them as "their Redeemer, 
who often had appeared for their Deliver- 
ance, and ſaved them from the Power of 
their Enemies: Ile was the Holy One of 
Tſrael*, and therefore would make "good 
whatever he had ſpoken to them; #he 
Creator of Tſrael, who had formed them 
for himſelf, and would be ready to protect 
them as their King. And to comfirm 
their Hope of his Appearance for them, 
he reminds them, 'of what he had formerly | 
done for their Fathers, in bringing them out 
of the Land 'of Egypt, by making a Way 
for them in the Sea, and a Path in the 
mighty Waters*, and overthrowing Pharaob 
and his Army that purſued” them f. And 
after this, he lets them ſee, what was the 
Eu of all 575 Goodneſs to them, and of 
the diſtinguiſhing Regard with which "he 
had treated them; namely, that by «his Fu. 
vour to his People, he might advance the Pat= 
poſes of his own Glory, and might engage then 
to Returns of Gratitude and Praiſe + This Pro- 
ple have ¶ formed for myſelf”; they ſhall ſhew forth 
my Praiſe. I have formed them by my ſignal 
Mercies to them, to be a People for myſelf; that 
they may ghrify me for my Goodneſs to them, 
and be unto me for a Name, and for a Praiſe®, 
Aup if now We reflect upon the many. 
kind Appearances of Gop in our. Behalf. | 


muſt not or Hearts be ſenſibly affetfed 


with 


<a bh. 4 Ver. 15. Ver. 16. Ver. 17. 5 
1E 


6 © A. Thankſgiving Sermon 
with the Remembrance of his Goodneſs to us? 
Who is it that can number up the many 
: wonderful Deliverances we have been fa- 
- woured with by Gop, ſince he brought 
5 ws out of Egypt; or ſince the Nation we 
belong to, by the Happy ReFormaTiON 
| in the firſt Place, and afterwards by the 
Glorious REvoLUTION, recovered both its 
Spiritual and Temporal Liberty ? How many 
threatening Dangers have we ſince eſcaped, 
in which the LoxD has graciouſly pre- 
ſerved us, as he did J/ael in the Wilder- 
neſs? And while he happily has made their 
deepeſt- laid Contrivances to ſerve for the 
C... Eſtabliſhment of our Civil and Religious 
Rights, how often has he brought Confuſion 
on our Enemies, and overturned the Pro- rh » 
jects they had formed againſt us? And 
- when tbeir Schemes were even ripe for Ex- 
ecution, and we ourſelves were ready to con- 
5 * * they muſt fivallow us up, how ſea- 
Fanably id he interpoſe for our Delive- 
Trance? and on the very Day on which 
they had determined to have ſhewn us, 
ber tender Mercies to us would be Cruelty, 
op opened a. new Scene of Bleſſings to us 
by the Succeſſion of the preſent Royal Familiy 
to the Throne; and even that Fix sT or 
Aus, which muſt have otherwiſe been 4 
long remembred by us as the Beginning of 
aur Sorrous, we have Reaſon now to cele- 
1 to the lateſt Generations as @ Day of 
Ræjoicing. 
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Preacbed Auousr 1, 1743. 7 
Reæjoicing. And when we likewiſe think 
upon the dreadful Deſolation others are 
groaning under, muſt we not own it as a 
ſignal Mercy, that Gop has now for many 
Years preſerved us from thoſe contagious 25 
lating Fudgments, with which thts Ci has 
in former Times been often vi/ited, and with 
the terrifying Thoughts of which we have 
been made to tremble once and again. Gop 
has ſupplied us alſo with a rich Abundance 
of all Things needful for the Support f 
Life, and furniſhed us with Plenty, when 
we were under Fears of Want and Scar- = 
city; and has ſtill left us to enjoy the Sweets 
of Liberty, under a mild and favourable 

" 0 Government, when there have all along been 
ſuch as would have been glad to fetter and 
inſlave us. And above all, he has pre- 
ſerved his Goſpel to us; and while a Mul- 
titude of other Churches have been ruined 
and deſtroyed, the Purity and Peace of "ours 
has not only been —— but we have 
happily been ſo diſtinguiſbed, as to be made 
a Refuge unto others under Perſecution. 
So many Benefits received from an Almighty - 
 Gop, muſt they not lead us to acknow- 
edge, that he may juſtly ſay concerning us, 
a Dis People have I formed for myſelf ? And 
| | ſhould they not engage us therefore in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner, to ſhew forth bis Praiſe? 
___ Wrar I propoſe in ſpeaking to theſe | 
1. 0 


1 
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L To offer: to your Gade don a | 
principal Obſervations, that are con- 
tained or intimated: in the Text. . 

II. To lead you to reflect upon the va- 
rious Means that Gop has uſed to 
Ferm us for himſelf, and to take No- 
tice of the fignal Favours We have 

received from Gop, which have a 

- manifeſt Reſemblance and Conformity 

co thoſe, the Maelites of old were fa 
voured with. And then, 

im To ſet before you the Obligations 

we are under upon this Account, to 
bew forth his Praiſe. This People 
\| have 1 formed for myſelf ; they "_ Herd 
n my Praiſe. 


I. C SHALL offer to your Conſideration 
| the: principal. Obſervations, that are con- 
tained or intimated in the Text. And we 
rer here obſerve, | 


TY Tu AT Gon bas the ſupreme Direftion 
and Diſpoſal of all the Events that 
happen to 4 People, and that the Go- 
vernment of all Things is under the 
= Dominion of his Providence. | 


| Aup this important 7 ub. which it is 
evident / that the Text” ſuppoſes „ is one of 
thoſe that even Reaſon teaches, and declares 
EYE! Ye | | a | f 25 to 
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to every one that will hut hear its Voice. For 
the Pe fections of the Deity are ſuch, as plainly 
prove, that He muſt needs be the Supreme and 
Sovereign LORD of all the Nations of the Earth; 
and in whatever Station Mortals may be placed, 
whatever be the different Societies thatthey® 
are formed into, they are all the Subjetts of 
the Immortal and Eternal King. It is by Au- 
thority derived from him, Py Kingdams are 
| eſtabliſhed; and by Him ; Kings reign, and Princes 
1. decree. ly It is from him that all the 
| _ Bleſlings flow, that make a People happy; 
Riches, and. Honour are with him, and hom 
and Plenty are at his Command : And 
him. too. it is, that all the defolating Fudg ments. 
are. diſpenſed, that waſte the Glory and the 
14 Stren ein of Nations; before him gues i be Peſti- | 
lence *, and the Calamities of War and Famine. 
are af. bis Meck. / anions [= 
_ notwithſtanding the% Corruption chat 
was introduced by Sim, by which the Light. 
of . Reaſon was exceedingly depraved,.. there. 
was ſtill ſome W 7 this Truth pe- 
ſerved among the Heathen; and in the midſk 
of all the Darkneſs of Iaolatry, tho they were 
ignorant of the True GOD. yet ſtill they 
owned an over-ruling Providence, that Was 
above all Second Cuuſes, and had the Souertign 
Diſtribution both of Good and Euil. We have 
2 Thouſand Progſ in antient Hiſtory of this 
Perſwaſion 1 in * and it is plain 4 in 


| way tia 24 U N ever 
e . my —_ Habs . 


% | * 
> 2 


10 "oF Thankſgiving Sermon 


: "P 
7% 


every Age, that they acknowledged, Things 


- below were governed from above, Hence were 


the coſtly Temples that were erected by them, 


| where upon all Occaſions they were uſed to 


pay their Homage to the Deity : Hence was 
the Multitude of Sacrifices that were ſlain 


upon their Altars, when they were favoured 
in their Wars with Victory and Triumph ; and 


hence the ſolemn Yows, and publick Prayers 


that were offered by them, to turn away the 
Wrath of Heaven, when they at any Time 
were ready to be overpowered by their Enemies, 
or were oppreſſed with any great Calamity. 
AND when the very Gentiles went fo far, 
the Fews might well be more abundantly con- 
vinced, that all Things were conducted by the 
Providence of Gop, who were inſtructed in it, 
both by the Light of Revelation, and b y Experi.- 
ence too. There can be nothing” more expreſs 
than Revelation on this Head; where the Su- 
preme and Abſolute Dominion of the Deity is fre- 
quently afferted in the ſtrongeſt Terms, . and is 


particularly challenged by th? GOD of Trael 


as his peculiar Glory: See now, fays he, that 
of even I am He, and there is no GOD with 
me: I hill, and Tnabe alive; ; T wound, and 1 


| Beal; nei ther 7 is there any that can deliver out of 


my Handi And in a ſpecial Manner alfo 


was this Doctrine proved by undeniable e 
rrence to the Fews, not on by his form 
them at firſt ro be a People," It T the 1555 


* 


I Deut. xxxli. 39. 
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wondrous Things that he had often done for. 
their FS —.— which could not but affect 
them with a lively Senſe, of the Supreme Do 
minion of that Providence, which governs. Pros. + 
vinces and Kingdoms, and does Wee 
watch over ory to bleſs them with Proſperity 

and Peace, when they far/ake their Sins, and 
to correct and puniſh. them, when. they ate 
Wicked and rebellious. de * ka {ms ot 


"Nie Ti. Ar Gop in al bt . * us. 
has a Regard to his own Glory, and that 
the great De/ign, of all bis Providential 
» Diſper/ations. is to awaken, us to a Senſe: 

of our Dependance an "hk wh to Na 
i axe x 2 GW P 


"La; is a 8 Truth, that whether Gopefflitts 

a People with Calamitiei, or whether he gives 
them Occaſion for the Voice of Triumph and Re- 
joicing, what, he propoſes. is 10 bring them 40 
tance: And whether they are made to 

taſte the Joys of. Proſperity, or to drink the 
Cup of A — the Voice of Gop, to which 
they ſhould attend, is {hill the ſame, Be thou. 
inforutted O Jeriſalem ® And in Reality, 
what other: =, but that of the Amendment 
of @ People, and ſo providing in the moſt ſignal 
Manner for the Advancement of his own Ghry, 
would be. fo worthy of the Government f Pros 

dd B 2 viene 
= Jer. vi. 8. 1 
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vidence? And with what other View, but that 
of making Men better, and forming them as a 
peculiar People for himſelf are all the Pro- 
miſes and Threat nings of a "Gon: that is infi- 
nitely Good, delivered in his Word? He is a 
God that is infinitely Lovely, and would have 
Men ove bim; and to this End he takes off 
the Yoke from their Faws, and draws them to 
him with the Cords of à Man, and with the 

Bands of Love®. He is the Sovereign LoRD 

of all the Earth, and looks that Men ſhould 

fear him; and to this End he fhews them bis 
Authority, in puniſhing thoſe that break his 
Laws, that he may bring them unto New 
Obedience. And ſuch as are acquainted with 
the Infinite Perfections of the Great Monarch 
of 'the Univerſe, and are at all enlightened in 
the Knowledge of his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 
Fuſtice, Ane be * of this Counſel 
of 60 D. 

Ir is more than once that Revelation bas 
confirmed this Notion of right Reaſon, by plain 
and expreſs Declarations; and many are the 
Seripture Proofs that evidently ſhew, that ſuch 
is the Deſign of Providence. How often is it, 
that the B/nanefs and Stupidity of Sinners is 
repreſented there in the moſt odrous Colours, 
and they are upbraided with the Hardneſs of 
their . for being regardleſs of the End 
of all the Bleſſings ky receive from Heaven, 
: and being unmoved * all the Care and Kind- 

| 2 


2 Hol. xi. 4. 
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neſi of his Providence? With what Reſent- 


ment does he charge it upon If-ael, chat they 
were unmindful of the Roc that begat them, 
and had forgotten GOD that formed ibem e 


How bitterly does he upbraid them" with it, 


that he had nouriſbed, and brought up Children, 
and they had rebelled again lim e And with 
what ſad Complaints does he elſewhere reproach 
them, with their Ingratitude for all the Good= 
neſs he had ſhewn' them? Mat could have 
been done more to my Vineyard, that ] have not 
done in it? wherefore, Louth I hoked that ir 


ſhould bring forth Grapes, brought it forth wild 


Grapes a? In ſhort, when after all the Grace 
and Mercy he has ſhews, Propperity is found 
to be attended ſtill with a Continuance' in the 


Ways of Sin, this vile and ſcandalous Abuſe 
of it thwarts the Deſign of Providence, which 
tenderly follicits us, by every Inſtance of its 


Love and Care, to return to Gop ande our 
Duty. For it is _ we _ en 


3 Tan "duh Gov: fied — 
People, and inter poſes for their Preſer- 


vation and Deliverance, He looks for a 


Return of Gratitude, and expeAs' we 


1 ſhould:bew: forth his Prof, » This Peo- 
pile have 1 formed for ut; they ſhall ! 
Len forth Pf, 


Deut. xxxii. 18. P Iſai. i. 2. 4lſai. v. 4. 
$ 6 4 
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Ax this muſt ſurely be allowed to be A 
Reaſonable Service, that — we call to mind 
the many Mercits we have received from Gop, 
and the diſtinguiſbing Regard that he has ſhewn 
vs, we ſhould be engaged by the Remem- 
brance of his Goodneſs, to render unto him that 
Tribute of Praiſe which is due to his Name. 
This is the juſt Return that Gop demands 
for all his Favours to us; and if we are not 
careful, when he ſhews us his Salvation, ſo 
to order aur Converſation aright, as to glorify 
his Name, we may be ſure that Gop will 
find a Way to gli e f gon us in our 
Ruin. IG | 
Ax p where is any Thing — — that can 
bi baſer than the Ingratitude of thoſe, who 
after they have had Experience of the Goodneſs 
of the Lo RD, do not appear to have any Love 
to their BenefaFor, or any Thought of the 
Engagements they are under to adore and praiſe 
bim? For. as to the, whom Gop has /aaded 
with his Benefits, whom he remarkably. has 
ſaved from threatning Dangers, or whom he 
has advanced to Dignity and Honour, and fa- 
uaured them with Civil and Religious Liberty, 
without prevailing after all upon them to 
forſake their Sins, and to be diligent and 
conſtant in his Service; of what muſt we ſup- 
poſe ſuch Wretches to be worthy, but of that 
vile and odious Character, which is here given 
to che N in the Verſe after the Text, But 
| ; Tea 
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thou haſt not called upon me, Ob Facob; but 
thou haſt been weary" of me, Oh Trael*! And 
what muſt be ſuppoſed to de their Doom, but 
that which is denounced upon" this wicked 
People, that he would give Facob to the Curſe, 
and. Tjrael ta Reproathes*! Abuſed Patience 
will at length be found to have is Limits; 
and Go, when he in vain has acted with the 
Kindneſs of 4 Father; will ſtrike at laſt with 
the Severity and Rigour of à - Fudge, The 
People, that he long has borne with, if they 
ſhall till remain Impenitent, will be at length 
exterminated and cut : A fatal Period will 
arrive, and they ſhall hear that awful Voice, 
Such as are for Death, let them go forth 60 
Death; and ſuch as are e for the Wr fo the 
Sword *, 

Avnp therefore, as we would not 4 pro- 
voke the LoRx D to enter into Jud ment with 
us, let us be ready now to celebrate his Praiſe, 
and to conſider what' it is that e ſhall render 
unto bim for all bis Benefits ” ; that when in 
ſo remarkable a, Way he has formed us for 
himſelf, we may*expreſs the Senſe we have of 
our Engagements to him, by /hewing forth bit 
Praiſe, And to excite. and ſtir you up to 
chis Return, I all 1 now. 


1. To kad he wwe upon thi r 
Means that Gop has uſed to form"us 5 for bis: 
ts 


* 1 % Iſai. xliii. 22. T'Ver. 23. | on Jer. xv. 3. 
» Pal, cxvi. 12. -- i . 
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ſelf, and to take Notice of the „gn . 
We have received from Gop, which have a 
manifeſt Reſemblance and Conformity to thoſe, 
the Iſraelites of old were favoured with. And 
let us here. Walen | 
Bs "How it was, that Gov had formed the 
Jfraclites in a r Manner for him- 
ell. | 


Now it is eaſy to perceive, how juſt a Claim 
He had to that illuſtrious Title of the Creator 
of Iſrael, and their King, which Gop has 
here particularly challenged to himſelf* ; when 
we remember what they were told by Moſes, 
that He was their Father, who had bought them; 
that He had made them, and ehabliſbed them”. 
— The LoxD had treated them with all the 
Care and Kindneſs of a tender Father, and 
had adopted them in a liar Manner for 
his Children; chufing them for a ſpecial People 
to himſelf, above all the People on the Face 
of the Earth, and ſetting his Love upon them, 
not becauſe they were more in Number than any 
People, (for they were the feweſt of all People,) 
but becauſe the L O RD lobed them *. — He ** 
redeemed them from the Egyptian Bondage, 
giving Men for them, and People for their Life, 
(as it is ſaid here in this Chapter) and had 
been at a vaſt my of os to bring 


N | them 
7s Ver. 15. 7 Deut. . 9 vii. 6, 7, 8. 
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them out of Egypt; making a Way for them- 
in the Sea, and a Path in the 46 Wa- 
ters; bringing forth the Chariot and Horſe, 
the Army, and the Power ; making the Waters 
to return "+ their Enemies, ſo that they could 
not riſe; were extinct at once, and 
guenched My wn — And having broug ht 
| them thro' the Wilderneſs, and ed 1 
every Day -with Bread from Heaven,” and 
made them Rivers in the Deſart, He had ad- 
vanced them to be a great and mighty Peo- 
ple; He had ſettled them in excellent Order, 
under the Government of moſt | wiſe and 
righteous Laus; and had confirmed hrs Grace 
and Favour to them, and not taken it away 
from them, which they had often provoked 
him to do.—And after he had formed them 
into a Nation, in ſuch a Manner as was quite 
miraculous, He. had eftabliſhed them in the 
Poſſeſſion of a fruitful and delightful Country, 
and there defended and protected them againſt 
all their Enemies, who, in all Appearance, 
were by far more powerful than themſelves, 
and muſt have quite deſtroyed them in a very 
little Time, had they not been /upported. by 
the Inviſible -and Almighty Arm of GoD. 
Tu 1/raelites, in ſhort, could none of them 
be unacquainted with the Multitude and Great- 
0 neſs of his Favours to them: They had ex- | 
perienced them in part themſelves; and as for 9 
Fhoſe Diſcoveries of his Goodneſs, of which oy 
| C * 3 


* Ifai. xliii. 16, 17. 
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had not been Eye- witneſſes themſclyes, they 
might have Opportunities of being informed 
from thoſe that went before them, by what 
was left upon Record of the Events of for- 
mer Times, or what had been tranſmitted by 
Tradition to their Fathers. If they but aſked 
their Fathers, they would ſhew them; their 
Elders, and they would tell them ©, what a re- 
markable and conſtant Series of Divine Mer- 
cies had attended them in every Age: And 
even they themſelves were Witneſſes of new 
Deliverances, while they were . ſaved from 
being made @ Prey to thoſe that hated them, 
and happily were made vicforious over all 
their Enemies. So that the 1raelites had ſuch 
abundant Proofs of Gop's diſtinguiſhing Re- 
gard, as that they could not but acknowledge, 
they were a People Gop had formed for him- 
elf. Let us then view the Matter in another 
Light, and conſider, SE 


2. How plainly this is applicable to aur 
ſelves, that Ve too are 4 People Gop 
bas formed for himſelf. 1 a 


Ax ſuch are the remarkable and /ianal 
Fawours We have received from Gop, as 
will appear indeed to be much more confe- 
derable than thoſe he granted to the Iſraehtes 
of old; ſo that with no lefs Truth and Juſ- 
tice it may be faid concerning us, Lee, 
2 | 4 Peo- 


Deut. Xxxii. 7, 
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1 People Gon has formed for himſelf. He 
has not only given us a Bein, but ae 

the moſt indulgent Care has nouriſbed, and 
brought us up as Children, and treated us 
with ſuch amazing Kindneſs, as far exceeds 
all that we are ble to expreſs or to con- 
ceive : — He has bought us by the many 
Benefits with which be has diſtinguiſhed us; 
and by the wonderful Deliverances he has 
wrought out for us, has laid us under moſt 
peculiar Obligations to be a ſpecial People to 
himſelf : — Nor has He only formed us into 
a People, poſſeſſed of fingular Advantages, 
and favoured with the Privileges of a happy 
Conftitution ; but has eftabliſhed and preſerved 
us in the Enjoyment of them; and When 
our Sins have brought us to the Brink of Ruin, 
has often interpoſed in our Behalf, and «om- 
derfully ſaved" us from the Defigns of thoſe, 
who aimed at the Deſtruction both of our 
Civil and Religious Liberties, | 
We can be none of us at any Loſs for Proofs | 
of this. The Inſtances that we have ſeen in 
our own Times are ſach, as may excite us to 
acknowledge and admire the Divine Goodneſs 
to us: And we ſhall eaſily be ſenſible, that 
no leſs wonderful have been the kind Apprar- 
ances of God in former Times, in Favour of 
theſe Nations, if we remember the Days of old, 
and confider the Years of many Generations *: . 
Out Hiſtories are " | of moſt remarkable 
2 Ex- 
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Examples of this Nature, and every Age will 
Furniſh us with Evidences of it. And if we 
come to what has paſſed but lately, our Fa- 
tbers will inform us of the Deliverances that 
were wrought in tbeir Days, and will not 
hide from their Children the Praiſes of the 
LORD, and his Strength, and his wonder- 
ful Works that be bath done. 
 Gop. brought the If aelites out- of the 
Houſe of Bondage, and ſaved them from the 
. Tyranny of Pharaob, and from the Slavery that 
they were ſubject to in Fgypt : But has He 
not delivered Us from a Slavery that was in- 
finitely. more intolerable? not barely by the 
"Preſervation of our Civil Rights from the 
Incroachments of Arbitrary Power, but by 
recovering us from the Lobe of Satan, that 
cruel Tyrant, who had brought the World 
into Subjection to himſelf by their Apoſtacy 
from Gop, and would have led us captive 
at his W. ill till he had faſtened us in Ever- 
laſting Chains in all the Miſery of Hell, if 
Gop himſelf with his own Arm had not 
been pleaſed to work Salvation for us. 
And to this End he has made uſe, not of 
a Mortal Man, as Moſes was, but of his only 
begotten Son, whom he ſent down from Hea- 
yen to 22 the Works of the Devil, and 
to redeem and ſave us. — And it is more eſ- 
Pecially in this Way, that He has formed us 
| 4 a i Feople for bimel H: For to this Purpoſe, 
| when 
' © Pſal. avi 4. 
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when we were over- run with Superſtition' 
and Idolatry, even at that Time when we 
were Strangers from the. Covenants. of Pra- 
miſe, having no Hope, and without GOD. in 
the World *, He ſaved us, and called us with: 
an holy Calling *: *: And having brought Life 
and Immortality to Light 555 the Goſpel, 
He graciouſly was pleaſed to ſend hit Word 
into theſe Britiſh Iles, and to indulge us 
with the Privilege of his Sacred Oracles; 
while many other Nations, that were more 
in Namber, and that perhaps were Je cor- 

rupted, were left in Ignorance of the ſaving 
Truths of Religion, and ſuffered to remain 
in all the Darkneſs of Heatheniſin.— And not 
content to have ent, his Goſpel to us, how 
many are the Wonders that have ſince been 
wrought by Gop, for the Deliverance and 
Preſervation of his Cburch and People, and 
for the Dilappointment: and Confukion: cb 
their Enemies? 

GREAT were indeed the Miracles chat were 
W by Gop in Favour of the Ha- 
elites : But we may truly ſay, that what He 
has done in Favour of the Chri/tian Church, 
ſince it was fir /# eftab{iſhed in the World, is 
nothing ſhort of what He did for the Sup- 
port and Preſervation of the Few:ſh Church, 
For with what Care did He provide for 
the Protection and Advancement of Religion, 
in the Firſt ks of the Church, under the 
| bloody 
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bloody Perſecutions of the Heathen E 9 
And with what Nindngſi to his People, did 
He raiſe fruments, to give them Reſt from 
Trouble, and find out Means to purge the 
Church from its prevailing Errors? — And 
afterwards when it was buried in thick Dark- 
neſs, and Popiſh Superſtition and Jdolatry fo 
univerſally prevailed, that very few were left 
who bad nat bowed the Knee to Baal; how 
wonderfully was the Arm of the LORD re- 
vealed, and the ſurprizing Pouer of his Grace 
diſplayed, in cauſing @ new Light to dawn, 
and animating a few Perſons with ſuch Zeal 
and Courage, as to attempt and bring about 
that Happy RRTORMATION, which is re- 
ceived among us, and which could never 
have ſucceeded but by the marvellous 2 
of that Almighty Power, which eafily ca 
triumph over the greateſt Oppoſition 7— And 
when in other Places it has again been ff, 
and. the Profeſſors of it, that have eſcaped 
the Fury of the Flames, and the blood-thirſty 
Rage of their malicious Enemies, have been 
compelled to leave their Native Country ; ; how 
wonderfully has the true Religion been pre- 
ſerved among Us, and how remarkable has 
been the Care of. Providence in the Conti- 
| nuance of it to the. Nations? With what 
amazing Conſtancy has it with the Vio- 
lence of Perſecution, and with what marvel- 
lous Appearances of Power and Goodneſs,” 
has it been all _ veer from the many 
| Dangers, 
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Dangers, which have threatened its Deſtruc- 
tion? The Enemies of our Religion have 
omittted notbing, that might be likely to in- 
ſnare, or to deſtroy us: But Gop has always 
been our Guardian and Protector; and when 
their Plots were ripe for Execution, and 
were ſaying in heir Hearts, We have fwallowed 
them up, He has always interpoſed for owr 
Deliverance, and fo — defeated all 
their ruinous Defigns, that 7 thy bave been 
aſhamed and brought to Confufion together, that 
rejoiced at our Hurt; they baue been clothed 
with Shame and Diſhonour, that magnified | 
themſelves againſt uss. 

Tu is in particular was ſeen, wk both our 
Civil and Religious Liberties were 'marvel- 
louſly reſeued from the very Brink of Ruin, 
and happily ſecured from being made a Prey 
to Popiſb Bigotry and Arbitrary Power, 
the Arrival of * true Defender of the Fait 
the Great KING WILLIAM of Immortal lu. 
mory, at the Glorious REveLUTION. Some 
of you may be able to remember, and there 
are none of us but what have heard with. our 
Ears, and our Fathers have told us, how 
viſibly the Hand of GOD was ſeen, and 
how remarkably his Power was in that D 
diſplayed, in diſappointing the Devices of the 
Crafty, and ſo diſpiriting our Enemies, that 
their Hands were not able to perform therr 
nn and at "the very 25 when _ 

Things 
— Pla. xxxv. 25, 10 _ My. 1. Job v. 12; 
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Things were brought to ſuch à deſperate 
Extremity, that there was hardly any Room 
for Hope, then Gop appeared; and ſent us 
4 Dehverer, to vindicate and reſtore dur Li- 


berties, and to "ſave us from the Hand of | 
the Mighty. 


And we have moſt of us been Witneſſes 
ourſetves to a Deliverance of a later | Date, 
that was no leſs remarkable than the former, 
when on that very Day, in which our Ene- 
mies deſigned to have worked our Ruin, 
they were at once deprived of all their Power, 
and all their Schemes were broken, by the 
peaceable Acceſſion of the preſent Roy ar Fa. 
MIL to the Throne. How wrercbed muſt 
our Caſe have been, if at ſo Critical a Func- 


ture Gop had left us to ourſelves, and the 


rnicious Projects of our Enemies had taken 
Place? Bleſſed be GOD, that' He has /aved us 


from Deſtruction, and Delivered us as a Bird out 
' of the Hand f the Fowler i; and in this Caſe; 


as well as many others, has made us to ex. 
perience the Effect of 2 Divine Protection: 
He has faken the Wiſe in their own Craftine/s, 
and the 2 of the Froward is carried 
Bead. lung : He has clothed our Enemies 
with . and cauſed the Ruin and Con- 
121501 jeg defghed: for us, to fal * rere 
ſelve 1 
a Non has He ever Aer n wanting Fi 
us, in defeating the Attempts of thoſe who 
28111 have 
1e f. n Job v. 13. 2 
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have endeayoured to deprive us of the Aua 
tuges that we enjoy under a PROTESTANT - 
Government: And have we not flill Reaſon 
to acknowledge the Divine Goodneſs to ys, 
both with reſpe& to Temporals, and Spirituals? 
> For as to TEMPOR ALS, how great . 
is it to us, that we are not only favoured wit! 
the Conventences of - Life, but that we "enjoy 
the Bleſings of it in Abundance ?. From Tine 
to Time, Gop has been better to us than our 
Fears, and given us Rain from Heaven, and 
fruitful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food and 
= Gladneſs*, And while He gives us all Things © 
richly to enjoy, He has preſerved us from thoſe 
deſolating Fudgments, which might have juſtly 
4 come upon us for our Sins; and when at any 
1 Time He has Iiſted up bis Hand to ſinite us, 
yet in the midſt of fudgment He has remem- 
bred Mercy, and we remain eſcaped, as at this 
Day. And tho' at preſent, for the Vindi- 
cation of our Honour, and the Protectiog of 
the Liberties of Europe, we are engaged in 
Wax, yet are we ſtill indulged with Peace - 
and Safety in our Borders ; and while in 
other Parts the Hand of. Violence has been 
ſpreading Deſolation, we are 21 from 
the Terrors of an invading Enemy, and are 
ſtill Strangers to the Power of the Sword, 
MES And in the ate Succeſs with which He has 
bleſſed our Arms, under the Conduct of, his. 


k 
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as —_ | $#T7% - . 


N 


4 | l 20 1 | Thankſgiving "War 


has given to the ambitious Views 5 thy Dif- 
tur ber of the Peace and Liberties of Europe, 
"muſt we not own the Favour of the Loxp 
or HosTs, that He not only has preſerved 
"tbe ' Perſon of our Kine, but crowned our 
Arms with Victory, and made our Enemies 
to flee before us? — And ſhould we alſo turn 
our Thoughts to SpIRI TV Als, with what 
d:ftmguiſhing Regard has Gop been pleaſed 
to treat us, in that He has not only favoured 
25 with the Light of his Goſpel, while He 
has not dealt ſo with many other Nations; but 
we have alſo Liberty of ſerving him accor- 


ding to the Dictates of our Conſcience ; and 


at a Time when many others are deprived 
of this ineſtimable Privilege, we may attend 
upon him in the Solemnities of bis Worſhip, 
and have none to make us afraid; and have 


Free Liberty to gather up the Spiritual Manna, 


which is ſo Plentifully ſent us doum from 


Heaven. 

Bur the Time would fail me, if I ſhould 
offer to relate all the particular Favours we 
have received from Gop, and which we till 
continue to receive at his Hand: Eſpecially, 
if I ſhould add to theſe remarkable and Pub- 
lick Benefits, the more. particular and Pri- 
vate Favours, that every one of us receive 
from Gop thro' the Courſe of our Lives, 
and which He every Day beſtows upon us. 
I ſhall ſay only therefore, as the - P/almi/t 
1 in this * . 0b LORD u 
on 
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GO D, are thy wonder ful Works which Thou 


haſt done, and thy Thoughts which art to *us- 


ward: They cannot be reckoned up in Order 


unto Thee ; if I would declare and ſpeak of 
them, they are more than can be . F; 
So many Favours, one would think, ſhould 
be enough to 7ouch our Hearts, and to en- 
gage us to conſider what is the Improvement 
we ſhould make of them, and what it is 
that we ſhould render to the LORD fer all 
his Benefits. And this now leads me, 


III. To take Notice of the Obligations we 
are under upon this Account, to be forth 
his Praiſe. This People I have formed for 


myſelf”; they ſhall ſhew forth my Praiſe. And 
here now, I might lead you to conſider, 


1. THAT as all Mercies flow from Gop, 4 
all Praiſe ſhould therefore be returned ; 


to Him. 


As it is He that hads us 8705 bs Bene. | 
fits, and crowns us with his Loving-Kindneſs 
and bis tender Mercies, fo it is o Him that 
we ſhould give the Praiſe of all the Bleſſings 
and Advantages that we enjoy. For of him, 
and thro' him, are all Wings; and ta him tbere · | 
W pod be al the Glory „„ 
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2. 18 is the ſuitable Return that het * 


and the only Tribute * ae 
Sn 


0 Hz looks for an 1 N of his 
Goodneſs from us: And ſhall we be / baſe 
as to deny him this? He is willing we ſhould 
2 the Sweetneſs of his Mercies; but the 
ry He reſerves to himſelf. My Glory will 
7 4 give to another *, He is exceeding ten- 
der of his Honour ; and will have Al to 
praiſe bim, Young and Old, of every Rank 
and Station, whether Higb or Low : All are 
tndebted_ to him for his © ali and Praiſe is 
what he looks for as the 7. — we ſhould 
render to him. And again, 


FY e IS is the End of all bis Warks, that 
ie may have the Praiſe. | 


Fon Gow in all Things has a View to his 
- pwn Glory : Afid-as in the Work of Creation, 
in all the wonderful Diſplays that He bas 
given of his Power and Goodneſs, tbe LORD 
bas made all Things for Himſelf*, and all the 
Nations whom he has made, ſhall glorify his 
Name + So likewiſe in the Conduct of his 
Providence, where he is excellent in working *, 
it is with a View that He may have his Ex- 


T2 1 S i . Ay 1 1 cellency 


Ii xlii. 8. Prov. xvi. 4. Pal. laxxvi.g: ** Ifai, 
vii. W > F | 


cellency publiſhed and made known, and he ex- 


| Goſpel teaches us, that He has viſited and re- 


deemed bis People, that we being delivered out 
of the Hands of our Enemies, might ſerve bim 
without ' Fear, in Holineſs: and Righteouſneſs 
before him, all the Days of our. Life * ; and 
that indeed, We are not our own; for ue are 
bought with: a Price, and therefore ſhould 


— GOD in our Body, 4 in our 4 "0 


which are GO D's). 


Bor it is, in ſhort, ſo plain — ns 
ſo reaſonable a Service, that when GOD lads 


us with. bis Benefits, and forms us as a Peo- 


ple for himſelf, We ſhould expreſt the Senſe 


we have of our Engagements to him, and 


ſbew forth his Praiſe ; that I ſhall not en- 


large on this Head, but es 


with obſerving, 


I.] How unworthy is the Condu##- aw 
 » unthankful People, who after all the 
Mercies they have been favoured with, 
are under 10 Concern to render 15 the 
LORD that Tribute of Wa which 

| is due to bis Name? © 


-Sven is the 90560 Stapidiry of be hr 
they confider not the Hand of GOD, from 


| * their We come, 8725 know not, 
. 7 that * 


n 10 1 * 1 1 Cor. vi. 20+ 
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pects that we ſhould magniſ bis Work, which 
Men behold". And in Redemption” too, the 


— _ 
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that He gives them their Curn, their Wine, and 
their 0% and multiplies their Silver and Gold*. 
They are delivered from the Dangers that 

they feared, and taſte the Sweets of Liberty 
and Peace; but take no Notice of the Agency 
of Providence, to which they are indebted 
for the Mercies they enjoy. Or if the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Mercy be at firſt ſo Arił- 


ing, that they cannot but obſerve it, it is 


not long that the Impreſſion laſts ; their Good- 
neſs is but as a Morni * Chud, and as the 

early Dew it goeth away; and like the I/ 
 raelites of old, tho for the preſent they may 
ing bis Praiſes, yet do they ſoon forget bis 
Works, and the Wonders be has ſbetun them“. 
Such, it is plain, are comprehended in the Moe 
that is denounced againſt thoſe, who, tho the 

Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, and 
Mine are in their Feaſts, yet regard not the Work 

- of the LORD, neither conſider the Oper ation 
of his Hands. 

Axp no leſs baſe is the Ingratitude of thoſe, 
who, when they are favoured with the kind 
Appearances of Providence in their Behalf, are 
ready to diminiſb all the Bleſſings they receive, 
and to deſpiſe the pleaſant Lande. If a De- 
LIVERER is ſent to fave them, tho' they 
at firſt with open Arms are ready to receive him, 
Vaoet are they ſoon unmindful of their Obligations | 

' £0: ps, and vary? to give Ear to every mean 
ane) |  Refleftion 
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Reflection that may be caſt upon him, and 
to lick up the Spittl of that envious Crew; 


who ſtudy all they can to leſen and depreciate 
every. Inſtrument "of | Publick Good, that has 
obſtructed the Deſigns which they had formed 
againſt us. If any Megſures that are taken 
fail of Succceſs, how ready are they to cry 
out againſt them, and to impute it all to 4 
Defect of W Ihm in contriving them, or to 
a Want of Steadineſs and Conduct in the Ex 
ecution of them? Or if our Arms are erowyned 
with Victory, how is the Action /efſened? The 
Courage of a brave and warlike K ING, who 
has not been afraid to bead bis Troops againſt 
the common Enemy, and to expoſe bis Life. 
to all the Dangers of a Battle to put a Stop 
to their ambitious Views, they would per- 
ſwade us to be little better than a raſh. Pre- 
ſumption ; and ſcarcely will allow the Honour 
of the Day to Thoſe, who bravely won it 
thro a Field of Blood, and made . ſuperior 
Numbers flee before them. But ſuch can hardly 
be ſuppoſed to have been really defirous of 
our Succeſs, who would endeavour to detract 
from the Glory of a Mox ARCH, who for 
the glorious Cauſe of Liberty accounted not 
his Life dear unto him, and by whoſe Con- 
rage, it is well known, the Troops were ani- 


mated to withſtand the Fury of the: Enemyj\" i 


and were led on to Victory and Triumph. And 


ſuch as repreſent it as an inconfiderable Actiun, I 
would do well to reflect upon the driqgf 4 


\ 
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Conſequences that muſt needs have followed, 
if the ſame Advantage had been gained by 
the Other Side, and We were now retreating 
in their Stead, and claiming a Victory which 
we durſt not ay to diſpute. 

Bur if diminiſbing the Mercies we receive 
be ſo ungtateful, how monſtrous then muſt be 
the gratitude of thoſe, who are fo vile as 
to render Evil for Cad; who wretchedly 
abuſe the greateſt Favours, and turn the Grace 
of GOD into Wantonneſs? Yet ſuch is the 
enormous Length that ſome have run to, that 
Liberty is uſed as an Occafion to the Fleſh * : 
The more they are diſtinguiſbed by the Re- 
gards of Heaven, the more they run into 
Exceſs of Riot and Intemperance ; and . 
more they are delivered, the more they iin 
as if they were delivered, to do all theſe Abe 
minations *. 4 1 hall only add, 


le ] bike GOD as formel us as a Peo- 
ple for himſelf, that we ſhould: ſhew forth 
bis Praiſe, how careful ſhould we be 
to praiſe bim in a right Manner ? 


We ed hear Perſons. ſaying, 1 
«. thank Gop, I bleſs him, I praiſe him; 
when yet they: are far from giving unto GO D 
the Glory due unto his Name for the Mercies 

they receive. But if in ſuch a Manner as 
n Ve 
ö * Gal v. 13. f Jer. vil. 10. ae 
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we ought, we would ſhew forth th Felt 
it W neceſſary, 

I. THAT, we ſhould praiſe * with our 
£25 Our Souls and all that is within us, 
ſhould Bleſs 0 his boly Name t. And where chere 
is a truely thankful Heart, we ſhall attend 
to all the Circumſtances that may indear @ 
Mercy to us, and obſerve, how ver xy ee 
Gop has interpoſed in our Behalf, and. how 
the very Day, that was ned to 2 
work our Ruin, has ſometimes been 4 Rin 
guiſhed (as in the Mercy that we now com- 


memorate, ) to be tbe Day of our Deliverance. 


We ' ſhall. 2feem tbe _ Inſtruments that Gop 
makes uſe of, to convey, or to ſecure. bis 


Bleſſings to us; and while we are. prag 
GOD, we "hall honour the F ng Py 


ſhall rejozce, not only in the Privileges that 
we now enjoy, but in the happy Profpe# 


that we have of the Continuance of them 10 


Poſterity under a Race of PRrINCes, not 
baſely fleeing from the . Reach of Danger, 


but 3 to expoſe their Lives 1 in our De- 


fence, and carrying off the Marks of Honour 
as a Pledge of what the Providence of Gp 
deſigns them for, and what may be expetted 
from their Valur. Wich ſuitable Affections 
we ſhall own the Favour of the Divine Pro- 


teftion; we ſhall retain, à grateful Senſe of 
all bis Goodneſs to oy 8 {hall record it in 


1 E a2 
s Pal. citi. 1. 1 Per; n. 173 


e ſhall not ſoon forget 4 
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of an Inſult on the. Divine Onnen, 3 as 


| 31 Rey” Thing Seen peice?” oh | 
bis Works,"but "make "them en unto "our 


Children; that the Generation to come may know 
them,” eben the Children that ſhall be born, who 


Ball ariſe, and declare them unto their Chit- 


en! And thus, 

2. As Praiſe begins in the Heart, ſo it will 
utter 22 by the Tongue. The Tongue is 
called our Glory, as it is with this that we 
F the LORD. And 
it is in this that Mom excells the other Crea- 
tures, that Gop has given him 4 Rational 
Soul, and a Tongue to be the Mouth of the Crea- 


tion, to ing the Praiſes of the moſt High, and 
to declare the Wonders he has done. And 
then, 


ur Praif that we expreſs to Gon, 


Gon be /hewn forth and manifeſted in the 
Life." The beſt Expreſſion of our Praiſe is 
a well ordered Converſation : For ſo it is that 


Gop declares, Whoſo offereth Praiſe glorifieth 
me; and to him that ordereth bis Converſa- 


tion aright, will I ſbeu the Salvation of GO Di. 


It is by New Obedience, and a Conformity to 
his Will, we ſhould declare the Senſe we have 
of our Engagements to him. For to thank 


Heaven for its Favours, without endeavouring 
do walk anſwerably to them, in ſuch a Way as 
may be pleaſing unto Him, who is of purer 


Bees than to behold Iniguity n, is to be guilty 


if 
i Pſa]. GY 5, 6. k Pal. xxx. 12, 2? Plat. 1 23+ 
ab. 5 8 i 
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if we could impoſe upon the Searcher of all 
Hearts, or thought that we might put bim 
off with a few Words, that do not anſwer to 
the Diſpoſition of our Minds, nor go ſo far 
as to have any Influence upon our Lives. 
18 No, -it is in vain to come before him with 
devout Expreſſions, without a thorough Reſo- 
lution of the Soul to ſerve and honour him. 
Let us be careful then o uſe. the Mercies 
that he gives us, 10 4 right End; not to the 
Satisfaction of our Pride, or to indulge our- 
ſelves in Senſuality ; for Gop will hate the 
flattering Praiſes that we offer to him, while 
we retain our wicked Practices. But let us 
utterly abandon and forſake the Paths of Sin, 
and with a grateful Senſe of all his Favours 
to us, let us yield up ourſelves entirely to GOD, 
and offer both our Souls and Bodies to bim, 
as 4 People He has farmed for himſelf; and 
thus ſhall we herd forth his Praiſe. 
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